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Dear Sir,
We act on behalf of Millstreet Equestrian Services Limited.

Our client is the organiser of the extremely successful “Millstreet Horse Show” which has
operated for approximately the past 36 years with the exception of last year. We are
instructed to write to you in the following terms.

1 AFFILIATION TO SHOW JUMPING IRELAND

1.1 As you are aware, since 2009, our client has ceased to be affiliated to the Show
Jumping Association of Ireland, more commonly known as "Showing Jumping Ireland”
(“SJI"). We are instructed that our client's reason for such non affiliation is due to
what it perceives as inadequate insurance cover provided by SJI. However, that is not
the core subject of this letter and we mention it only by way of background.

12 We are instructed that our client intends to run the “Millstreet All Ireland
Championships 2010 (the “Millstreet Horse Show”) between 10 and 15 August 2010.
The Millstreet Horse Show will take a similar format to previous years but will also
include an “All Ireland Stallion Championship” and a “Young Rider Grand Prix".
Further details can be found on our client's website of www.millstreethorseshow.ie.
For the avoidance of doubt, the Millstreet Horse Show will not be affiliated to the SJl.

2 RULES OF SHOW JUMPING IRELAND (the “SJI Rules”)
2.1 Articles 299N and 242.6N of the SJI Rules provide as follows:
Article 299N

“Members of the SJAI are not allowed to compete as owner or rider or to officiate in
any capacity other than Medical Officer, Veterinary Officer, First Aid or Farrier at
unaffiliated shows which offer a prize fund in excess of €50 /£50 per Show. Members
may participate at events approved by their Governing Bodies such as AIRC, Irish
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Pony Club, Eventing Ireland, Dressage Ireland, interschools, and equivalent Northern
Ireland bodies. :

2. Members in breach of the above rule, will incur warning /fihev /suspension as
deemed appropriate (Article 242.6N)". .

Article 242.6.N (updated in 2010) '
“Fines for members participéﬁng in Unaffiliated Shows.

First offence will incur a fine of €100 per member.

Second offence will incur a fine of €200 per member.

Third offence will result in a suspension of 14 days and a fine of €300.

Further infringements will result in a longer suspension and steeper fine.”

Our client also instructs that it has recently come to our client’s attention that you
issued a warning to all members in or around 12 March 2010 stating the following:

‘Please be aware that Fine letters will be issued to those who have not complied with
the Rules of Showjumpinglreland.

The fines will be issued as follows

1% Offence - Warning letter

2" Offence - €50 fine

3" Offence - €100 fine

4™ Offence — suspension for a period to be determined, or fine of not less than €600

The Rules of the Association are available to view on www.sji.ie. The Rule Book is
available to view using the Show tab and then select Rules. Rule Books may be
purchased from the SJI office.

Please note all members are advised that they should make themselves familiar with
the Showjumpinglreland National Jumping Rules.”

The above warning also appears prominently on your website (www.sji.ie). We can
only assume that the reminder of your rules issued to members in March was done so
in light of the announcement by our client that the Millstreet Horse Show will be held
later this year (on dates which it has been traditionally held on for the past 36 years)
with a view to preventing your members (save for the exempted members) from
competing and/or officiating at the Millstreet Horse Show.

COMPETITION LAW ISSUES
It appears that Article 209N may be anticompetitive having regard to the provisions of

Sections 4(1) and 5(1) of the Competition Act 2002 (the “2002 Act”) and Articles 101
and 102 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 2009 (the “Treaty”).
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